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QUESTIONS IN PREPARATION FOR INTERVIEW WITH THE SESSION 

 
“Persons received from other churches by letters of dismissal as well as those being received 
by reaffirmation of faith should give a testimony of their Christian experience to the Session. 
Their names are to be announced to the congregation with a recommendation of them to its 
Christian confidence and affection.” 

The Book of Church Order, 57-6 
TESTIMONY OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 
1. Please give a testimony of your walk with the Lord. 
2. Have you received Christian baptism? 
3. Have you ever been received as a Church member in any part of the Body of Christ? 
4. Is your present church membership in good standing? 
5. Why are you seeking a change in membership? 
6. Are you persuaded that the Gospel, as set forth in the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments, is true? What text, or texts of Scripture have been specially helpfully to you? 
7. Do you trust in Jesus as set forth in the Gospel, as the only Son of God—truly God and truly 

man—the sinless substitute on your behalf, bearing the just wrath of God—a sacrifice offered 
for your sin—and as such are you devoted to Him as your Lord? 

8. Do you as Jesus’ disciple, now wrestle with sin—standing, but sometimes falling, before the 
unholy influences of the world, the remaining sin in your own nature, and the Evil One? 

9. Has Jesus given you grace, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to hate and grieve over your sin? 
10. When you consider, in repentance and faith, your Savior’s sacrifice on your behalf, do you 

find real consolation in its sufficiency as such, and a sense of reconciliation to your heavenly 
Father, with respect to your sin? 

11. Are you now living in any sin for which you are unrepentant? 
12. Has Jesus given you grace, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to be thankful and joyful, at least in 

some measure, blessing God in all circumstances? 
13. Are you seeking to do all that you do as unto the glory of the Lord, seeing all the parts of your 

life (family, work, friendships, citizenship) as the sphere of your calling to serve Him? 
14. Are you seeking to live by the law of Christ, learning to obey all that He has commanded? 
15. Does this effort, your obedience, put you in His debt in any way? 
16. Is there anyone to whom you owe forgiveness that you have not forgiven? 
17. Do you now experience some measure of real hunger and thirst for righteousness—a desire to 

be like Christ? 
18. Do you find that desire strengthened, nourished, and to some degree fulfilled, through your 

use of the means of grace (the Word—in reading and preaching—the sacraments, prayer, 
fellowship, etc.)? 

19. Do you have some longing for Christ’s return, to be with him in Heaven? 
20. Were Christ to return at this moment, would you be prepared to meet him? 
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CONCERNING THE PRIVILEGES, DUTIES AND DISCIPLINE OF CHURCH MEMBERS 
1. All members of New Hope Presbyterian Church affirm membership vow 5: “Do you submit 

yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to study its purity 
and peace?” Do you understand and confess that as a member of New Hope, with respect to 
the government of the Church as referred to in this vow, you are affirming the following vows 
which help to define the relationship between the church officers, as well as baptized children, 
and each member of New Hope Presbyterian Church? 

 
From BCO 21-6, concerning Ministers of the Word 
“2. Do you promise to receive the word of truth from his mouth with meekness and love, and 

to submit to him in the due exercise of discipline? 
“3. Do you promise to encourage him in his labors, and to assist his endeavors for your 

instruction and spiritual edification? 
“4. Do you engage to continue to him while he is your pastor that competent worldly 

maintenance which you have promised, and to furnish him with whatever you may see 
needful got the honor of religion and for his comfort among you?” 

 
From BCO 24-5, concerning the Ruling Elders: “Do you, the members of this church, 

acknowledge and receive this brother as a ruling elder, and do you promise to yield him all 
that honor, encouragement and obedience in the Lord to which his office, according to the 
Word of God and the Constitution of this church, entitles?” 

 
From BCO 24-5, concerning the Deacons: “Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge 

and receive this brother as a deacon, and do you promise to yield him all that honor, 
encouragement and obedience in the Lord to which his office, according to the Word of 
God and the Constitution of this church, entitles?” 

 
From BCO-56-5, concerning baptized children: “Do you as a congregation undertake the 

responsibility of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?? 
 

2. Are you willing to be accountable to fellow members of the congregation, and to hold them 
accountable, concerning faith and obedience to Christ? 

3. Are you willing to serve the people of God in this congregation, and be served by them? 
4. Are you willing to attend to worship faithfully—in private, in your family, and in public ? 
5. Are you willing to consider the preaching of the Word, in humility and submission, searching 

the Scriptures to confirm the truth of the message, being not only a hearer of the Word, but a 
doer also? 

6. Are you willing to cheerfully give to the church, for the support of its ministry, a portion of 
your income, as an offering to God? 

7. Do you understand that New Hope adheres to a Reformed Creed as setting forth a summary of 
the truth of the Scripture, and are you willing to be taught in conformity to that Creed? 

8. Do you understand the fundamentals of New Hope’s Presbyterian form of government, and 
are you willing for Christ’s sake to live under that government? 

9. Are you willing to submit to the elders of this church in the due administration of their calling 
as those appointed by God to watch over His household? 

10. Do you understand the fundamentals of church discipline, as set forth in the orientation class, 
and with that understanding confess your willingness to submit to that discipline? 


